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Haslemere  Urban  District  Council 


STAFF  of  the  PUBLIC  HEALTH  DEPARTMENT. 


Medical  Officer  of  Health  : 

*J.  E.  HAINE,  M.B.,  Ch.B.,  D.P.H. 


Sanitary  Inspector  : 

JAMES  J.  SHIRLEY,  A.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A. 

One  Temporary  Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector, 
April — -September,  1935. 


Clerical  Staff : 

Health  Department : 

*G.  H.  C.  TAYLOR  (Chief  Clerk). 

*Miss  M.  E.  NUNN. 

Sanitary  Inspector's  Clerk : 

A.  P.  PRUE. 

♦Also  acts  in  similar  capacity  for  Guildford  Rural  District 
and  Hambledon  Rural  District. 
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Haslemere  Urban  District  Council. 


Public  Health  Department, 
Millmead  House, 
Guildford. 
May,  1936. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the  Haslemere 
Urban  District  Council. 

Mr.  Chairman,  Miss  Hunter,  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  upon  the 
health  of  the  District  for  the  year  1935. 

There  have  been  no  epidemics  of  notifiable  disease,  and  the 
health  record  of  the  community  has  been  excellent.  The  birth  and 
death  rates  compare  very  favourably  indeed  with  those  for  the  rest 
of  the  country. 

The  scheme  for  immunization  of  children  against  diphtheria 
has  proved  most  satisfactory  and  has  been  welcomed  by  the  general 
public.  The  results  may  not  show  in  any  spectacular  way  but  con- 
stitute an  insurance  against  the  occurrence  of  any  serious  epidemic 
of  diphtheria. 

The  acquisition  of  a large  area  of  land  at  Camelsdale  is  a 
matter  of  first  importance,  and  it  is  hoped  that  the  suggestions  for 
a public  swimming  bath  may  take  more  concrete  shape  during 
1936.  Provision  for  outdoor  healthy  recreation  is  bound  to  have  a 
great  influence  upon  future  public  health. 

The  completion  of  the  new  sewage  works  at  Shottermill  and 
the  reconstruction  of  the  Grayswood  works  should  relieve  all  diffi- 
culties of  drainage  over  a large  part  of  the  district.  There  remains 
the  problem  of  Hindhead,  where  the  need  for  a main  drainage 
scheme  has  for  long  been  recognized.  Its  execution  cannot  now 
be  long  delayed. 

I desire  again  to  express  my  thanks  to  the  Council  and  to  all 
members  of  the  staff  for  their  courtesy  and  co-operation. 

Yours  faithfully, 

J.  E.  HAINE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 


SUMMARY. 

1935. 

1934. 

Area  in  Acres 

5,945 

5,945 

Estimated  resident  population  in  July  (esti- 
mate supplied  by  Registrar-General)  ... 

9,340 

9,290 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  year) 
according  to  Rate  Books 

2,592 

2,560 

Rateable  Value 

£116,971 

£115,922 

A sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate 

£450 

£444 

Number  of  Births  (legitimate  and  illegiti- 
mate) 

87 

85 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  ... 

9-31 

9-15 

Number  of  Deaths  ... 

119 

106 

Death  Rate  (actual)  per  1,000  of  the  popu- 
lation 

12-74 

11-41 

Death  Rate  for  purposes  of  comparison 
with  other  districts 

10-83 

9-7 

Natural  increase  of  population  during  the 
year  by  excess  of  births  over  deaths  ... 

Nil. 

Nil. 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Infants  (under  the 
age  of  one  year)  ... 

3 

2 

Infant  Mortality  per  1,000  live  births 

34 

23 

Number  of  women  dying  in,  or  in  conse- 
quence of,  child-birth  ... 

0 

0 

Death  Rate  from  Influenza  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

0-43 

0-54 

Death  Rate  from  Pneumonia  (all  forms) 
per  1,000  of  the  population 

0-43 

0-32 

Death  Rate  from  Bronchitis  per  1,000  of 
the  population  ... 

0-86 

0-21 

Death  Rate  from  Measles  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

0-0 

Oil 

Death  Rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymo- 
tic diseases : Smallpox,  Whooping- 
cough,  Measles,  Diphtheria,  Diarrhoea, 
Scarlet  Fever  and  “Fever”  (Typhoid, 
Enteric  and  Typhus)  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

0-0 

Oil 

Death  Rate  from  Diarrhoea  and  Enteritis 
of  children  under  two  years  of  age  per 
1,000  births 

0-0 

00 

Death  Rate  from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis 
per  1,000  of  the  population 

0-54 

0-43 

Death  Rate  from  Cancer  per  1,000  of  the 
population 

1 49 

1-72 

Death  Rate  from  Heart  Disease  per  1,000 
of  the  population 

2-03 

2-04 

Death  Rate  from  Acute  and  Chronic 
Nephritis  per  1,000  of  the  population 

0-54 

0-64 
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SOCIAL  CONDITIONS. 


Haslemere  is  largely  residential  in  character,  and  the  standard 
of  living  even  amongst  the  poorer  inhabitants  is  such  that  there 
should  be  no  risk  of  under-nourishment  or  malnutrition.  There  is 
comparatively  little  unemployment. 


VITAL  STATISTICS. 


BIRTHS. 

Eighty-seven  live  births  were  registered  during  the  year,  as 
against  85  in  1934. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 


Live  Births. — Legitimate  ... 

34 

47 

81 

Illegitimate 

4 

2 

6 

38 

49 

87 

BIRTH-RATE  per  1.000  of  the 

esti- 

mated  resident  population 

9*31 

The  birth  rate  for  1934  was  9*  15.  The  1935  rate  thus  shows  a 
slight  increase. 

The  graph  on  page  11  shows  the  birth-rates  for  the  district  for 
the  last  six  years,  together  with  the  birth-rates  for  England  and 

Wales. 

There  was  1 still-birth  during  the  year,  as  against  8 in  1934. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Still-Births. — Legitimate  ...  1 0 1 

Illegitimate  0 0 0 

1 0 1 

Still-birth  rate  per  1,000  total  (live  and 

still)  births  ...  ...  ...  ...  11-36 

DEATHS. 

There  were  119  deaths  registered  during  1935  (50  male  and  69 
female),  as  against  106  for  the  previous  year.  Table  II.  on  page  10 
shows  the  principal  causes  of  death. 

DEATH-RATE  per  1,000  of  the  esti- 
mated resident  population  12  74 

After  correction  by  the  Registrar- 

General’s  factor  10*83 

The  death-rate  for  1934  was  1T41  (or  9*7  after  correction  by 
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the  Registrar-General’s  factor).  Thus  the  death-rate  for  1935 
shows  an  increase  of  more  than  1 per  1,000  on  the  rate  for  1934. 

The  death-rates  per  1,000  of  the  population  for  the  last  six 
years,  together  with  the  death-rates  for  England  and  Wales,  are 
shown  in  thei  graph  on  page  11. 

The  1935  death-rates  of  certain  specified  diseases  are  set  out 
in  the  Summary  on  page  6,  together  with  the  rates  for  1934. 


INFANT  MORTALITY. 

During  1935  there  were  3 deaths  of  infants  under  one  year  of 
age  as  compared  with  2 in  1934. 

Male.  Female.  Total. 

Legitimate  ...  ...  ...  0 3 3 

Illegitimate  ...  ...  ...  0 0 0 

0 3 3 


Infant  Mortality  Rates. 

1935. 

1934. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births 

34-5 

23-5 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live 

births 

370 

12-2 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live 

births 

00 

333-3 

Deaths  from  measles  (all  ages) 

0 

1 

,,  ,,  whooping-cough  (all  ages) 

0 

0 

,,  ,,  diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

0 

0 

MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Rate  per  1,000  total 
(live  and  still)  births. 

Deaths  from  puerperal  sepsis  ...  0 ...  ...  0 0 

,,  ,,  other  puerperal  causes  0 ...  ...  0 0 
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Table  I.  below  shows  the  birth  and  death  rates  per  1,000  of  the 
population  for  the  district  and  for  England  and  Wales  for  1934 
and  1935. 

TABLE  I. 

COMPARATIVE  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES. 


Annual  Rates  per  1,000  of  the  Population. 

Maternal 

Mortality 

Birth-Rate 

Death-Rate 

Infantile 

Mortality 

per  1,000 
total  births 

1935 

1934 

1935 

1934 

1935 

1934 

1935 

1934 

Haslemere 

U.D. 

9-31 

9- 15 

Crude 

12-74 

Compar- 

able 

10.83 

Crude 

11-4 

Compar- 

able 

9-7 

34 

23 

0-0 

0-0 

England  and 
Wales 

14-7 

14-8 

11-7 

11-8 

57 

59 

4-1 

4 41 
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TABLE  II.  CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1935  (All  Ages). 
(Figures  supplied  by  the  Registrar-General.) 


Cause  of  Death. 

Male 

Female 

Total 

1. 

Typhoid  and  paratyphoid  fevers 

— 

— 

— 

2. 

Measles  

— 

— 

— - 

3. 

Scarlet  Fever 

— 

— 

— 

4. 

Whooping-cough  

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Diphtheria  

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Influenza  

2 

2 

4 

7. 

Encephalitis  lethargica  

— 

— 

— 

8. 

Cerebro-spinal  fever  

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system 

1 

5 

6* 

10. 

Other  tuberculous  diseases 

1 

— 

If 

11. 

Syphilis  

— 

— 

12. 

General  paralysis  of  the  insane, 
tabes  dorsalis 

13. 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

5 

9 

14 

14. 

Diabetes 

— 

— 

— 

15. 

Cerebral  haemorrhage,  etc 

2 

5 

7 

16. 

Heart  disease  

9 

10 

19 

17. 

Aneurysm  

— 

1 

1 

18. 

Other  circulatory  diseases 

1 

10 

11 

19. 

Bronchitis  

3 

5 

8 

20. 

Pneumonia  (all  forms)  

2 

2 

4 

21. 

Other  respiratory  diseases 

— 

1 

1 

22. 

Peptic  ulcer  

2 

— 

2 

23. 

Diarrhoea,  etc.  (under  2 years)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

24. 

Appendicitis  

— 

1 

1 

25. 

Cirrhosis  of  liver 

1 

— 

1 

26. 

Other  diseases  of  liver,  etc. 

— 

2 

2 

27. 

Other  digestive  diseases  

5 

3 

8 

28. 

Acute  and  chronic  nephritis 

3 

2 

5 

29. 

Puerperal  sepsis  

— 

— 

— 

30. 

Other  puerperal  causes  

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  debility,  premature 
birth,  malformations,  etc.  ... 

3 

3 

32. 

Senility  

2 

1 

3 

33. 

Suicide  

1 

— • 

1 

34. 

Other  violence  

1 

2 

3 

35. 

Other  defined  diseases  

9 

5 

14 

36. 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown  ... 

— 

— 

— 

All  Causes  . . . 

50 

69 

119 

(According  to  the  local  Register,  these  figures  should  be  : 

* 1 Male  4 Female.  Total  5. 

f - Male  - Female.  Total  -.) 
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GRAPH  SHOWING  BIRTH  AND  DEATH  RATES  PER  1,000 
OF  THE  POPULATION  FOR  THE  LAST  SIX  YEARS. 


Haslemere  U.D.  England  and  Wales 


Births 

Deaths 
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TABLE  III. 

BIRTH-RATES,  DEATH-RATES  AND  ANALYSIS  OF  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1935. 
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GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA. 


LABORATORY  FACILITIES. 

Pathological  Examinations. — As  in  former  years,  all  patho- 
logical specimens  are  examined  by  the  Clinical  Research  Associa- 
tion in  London,  the  Council  paying  the  charge  where  it  would  be 
an  unreasonable  burden  for  the  patient.  This  is  a valuable  service, 
being  utilized  ever  more  and  more. 

The  following  are  the  numbers  of  examinations  made  during 


the  year : 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  ...  ...  27 

Diphtheria  ...  ••  •••  21 

Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  5 

Faeces  ...  ...  ...  •••  2 

Miscellaneous  ...  ...  2 


Total  ...  57 

Milk  Analysis. — This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Clinical 
Research  Association,  Limited,  Watergate  House,  York  Buildings, 
Adelphi,  London,  W.C.2.  Eighteen  samples  were  examined  dur- 
ing the  year. 

Water  Analysis. — The  Analytical  Laboratory,  16  Southwark 
Street,  London,  S.E.l,  undertakes  the  examination  (bacterio- 
logical and  chemical)  of  samples  of  water.  During  the  year  13 
samples  were  examined. 

AMBULANCE  FACILITIES. 

Particulars  are  given  below  of  the  ambulance  services  operating 
in  the  district : 

(i)  Ambulance  provided  by  the  Haslemere  Urban  District 
Council  available  for  Accident  Cases  and  Cases  of  a 
Non-Infectious  Character. 


Name  of  Authority. 

No.  of 
Ambulances. 

Address  of  Ambu- 
lance Station. 

Telephone 

Number. 

Haslemere  Urban 
District  Council. 

1 

Fire  Station, 
Haslemere. 

Haslemere 

291 
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(ii)  Ambulances  available  for  Cases  of  Infectious  Disease. 


Name  of  Authority. 

No.  of 
Ambulances. 

Address  of  Ambu- 
lance Station. 

Telephone 

Number. 

Farnham  Joint 
Isolation  Hospital 
Committee. 

1 

Farnham  Joint  Iso- 
lation Hospital 

Farnham 

15 

NURSING  IN  THE  HOME. 


Midwives. — There  are  25  midwives  practising  in  the  Urban 
District  supervised  by  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health.  They 
are  distributed  in  the  following  parishes  : 


Haslemere 

Hindhead 

Grayswood 

Shottermill 
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District  Nurses. — Two  district  nurses  are  available — one  in 
Hindhead  and  one  in  Shottermill.  This  service  is  administered  by 
the  County  Nursing  Association. 

Health  Visitors. — There  is  in  the  district  a County  Health 
Visitor  who  visits  homes  under  the  School  Medical  and  Maternity 
and  Child  Welfare  Services. 

Home  Nursing  of  Public  Assistance  Cases. — A scheme  for  the 
home  nursing  of  Public  Assistance  cases  is  administered  by  the 
Surrey  County  Council.  This  scheme  applies  to  : 

(1)  destitute  cases  recommended  for  home  nursing  by  District 

Medical  Officers ; 

(2)  patients  recommended  for  hospital  treatment  (by  the  Dis- 

trict Medical  Officer  or  private  practitioner)  who  are,  in 
the  opinion  of  the  doctor  in  attendance,  suitable  for 
treatment  at  home  if  the  home  conditions  are  satisfactory 
and  adequate  medical  treatment  and  supervision,  to- 
gether with  skilled  nursing,  are  made  available  in  the 
home ; 

(3)  patients  in  Public  Assistance  Hospitals  who  are,  in  the 

opinion  of  the  Medical  Officer,  suitable  for  treatment 
at  home  if  the  home  conditions  are  satisfactory  and 
adequate  medical  treatment  and  supervision,  together 
with  skilled  nursing,  are  made  available  in  the  home. 

The  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health,  Dr.  J.  Ferguson,  in  his 
Annual  Report  for  1934,  stated  that  good  use  was  made  of  the 
scheme  and  that  the  results  were  very  encouraging. 
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CLINICS  AND  TREATMENT  CENTRES. 

Maternity  and  Child  Welfare. — Centres  within  the  district  are 
as  set  out  in  the  table  below. 


Centre. 

Address. 

Days  of  Centre. 

Haslemere. 

Hindhead. 

St.  Christopher’s  Hall, 
Haslemere. 

Congregation  Chapel 
Rooms, 

Beacon  Hill,  Hindhead. 

Every  Tuesday. 

Every  Friday. 

Ante-natal  Clinic. — An  Ante-natal  clinic  is  held  at  Haslemere 
twice  monthly. 

Orthopaedic  Clinic. — Facilities  are  provided  for  the  treatment 
of  children  with  crippling  defects  at  the  Orthopaedic  Clinic  held  at 
the  Royal  Surrey  County  Hospital,  Farnham  Road,  Guildford. 
There  is  also  a Curative  Post  at  Farnham.  Children  in  need  of 
treatment  are  examined  by  the  appropriate  Assistant  Medical 
Officer,  who  recommends  in  suitable  cases  attendance  at  the  ortho- 
paedic clinic.  Treatment  is  prescribed  by  the  orthopaedic  surgeons 
attached  to  the  clinic.  Where  in-patient  treatment  is  required,  the 
children  are  usually  admitted  to  the  St.  Nicholas’  and  St.  Martin’s 
Homes  at  Pyrford. 

Tuberculosis  Dispensaries. — The  dispensaries  at  the  Milford 
Sanatorium  and  at  49  Farnham  Road,  Guildford,  serve  the  district. 
The  days  and  times  for  the  attendance  of  cases  are  as  follows  : 

Milford  Sanatorium. — 2nd  and  4th  Fridays.  2 to  4 p.m. 

49  Farnham  Road,  Guildford. — 1st,  3rd  and  5th  Wednesdays 
at  10  a.m.  Fridays  at  10  a.m.  2nd  and  4th  Wednesdays  at 
5.30  p.m. 

Venereal  Diseases  Clinic. — A clinic  is  established  at  the  Royal 
Surrey  County  Hospital,  Guildford  : two  sessions  for  males  and 
one  session  for  females  are  held  every  week.  Free  diagnosis  and 
treatment  is  provided.  Provision  is  made  for  enabling  medical 
practitioners  to  obtain  at  the  cost  of  the  Surrey  County  Council 
a bacteriological  report  on  suspected  material  and  for  approved 
medical  practitioners  to  be  supplied  with  arseno-benzene  prepara- 
tions free  of  charge. 

All  the  above-noted  clinics  are  administered  by  and  under  the 
control  of  the  Surrey  County  Council. 
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HOSPITALS. 


The  hospitals  serving  the  district  are  as  follows : 

General. — Haslemere  and  District  Hospital,  Haslemere.  Takes 
medical  and  surgical  cases.  (50  beds,  to  be  increased  to  62 
in  1936.) 

Infectious  Farnham  Joint  Isolation  Hospital. 

Disease.  Clandon  Smallpox  Isolation  Hospital. 

Extensions  are  in  course  of  completion  at  the  Farnham  Isola- 
tion Hospital,  increasing  the  accommodation  from  36  to  44  beds. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  cubicle  blocks  being  erected  will  enor- 
mously increase  the  usefulness  of  hospital  treatment  and  enable 
cases  of  non-notifiable  infectious  disease  to  receive  the  benefits  of 
hospital  treatment  when  desirable. 

The  arrangements  for  the  transport  of  patients  and  for  disin- 
fection work  smoothly  and  satisfactorily. 

HEALTH  WEEK. 

In  October  a start  was  made  to  develop  health  propaganda  by 
the  inauguration  of  a modified  form  of  Health  Week. 

A large  number  of  posters  were  exhibited  throughout  the  town 
and  district,  whilst  in  every  school  large  numbers  of  booklets  and 
leaflets  were  distributed  to  the  children.  In  the  schools  also  posters 
were  displayed. 

By  the  courtesy  of  the  proprietor  of  the  Regal  Cinema  in  Hasle- 
mere, a film  entitled  “Peter  and  the  Moon  Man”  was  exhibited 
during  the  week,  and  a special  performance'was  given  for  school 
children  on  one  afternoon. 

Short  health  talks  were  also  given  to  many  of  the  children. 

It  is  felt  that  the  most  useful  form  of  health  propaganda  is  that 
directed  towards  the  school  children,  and  in  1936  this  policy  will 
be  continued  and  developed. 

MORTUARY. 

A Mortuary  is  maintained  by  the  Council  at  Sickle  Mill.  It  is 
ample  for  all  requirements  and  is  suitably  and  properly  maintained. 
Eight  cases  were  dealt  with  during  the  year. 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA. 


WATER. 

The  Haslemere  Urban  District  Council  supplies  water  to  Grays- 
wood  and  Haslemere.  The  Wev  Valley  Water  Company  supplies 
Hindhead  and  Shottermill. 

Samples  of  water  are  taken  quarterly  and  typical  analyses  are 
appended  on  pages  18  and  19.  The  water  supplied  by  the  Hasle- 
mere Council  has  been  chlorinated  on  account  of  the  pollution 
which  was  discovered  in  December,  1934.  The  amount  of  chlorine 
was  gradually  diminished,  the  reduction  being  controlled  by  bac- 
teriological examinations,  and  was  very  slight  indeed  at  the  end 
of  the  year. 

The  following  notes  have  been  received  from  the  Surveyor : 

“The  water  supply  remains  ample  in  quantity  and  is  of  ex- 
cellent purity.  Periodical  analyses  are  arranged.  The  consump- 
tion for  the  year  is  as  follows  : 

Average  151,492  gallons  per  day. 

Maximum  207,749  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Minimum  96,477  ,,  ,,  ,, 

as  against  last  year  as  follows : 

Average  143,724  gallons  per  day. 

Maximum  200,040  ,,  ,,  ,, 

Minimum  90,258  ,,  ,,  ,, 

This  year’s  figures  show  a progressive  increase  over  last 
year. 

There  has  been  no  recurrence  of  the  slight  pollution  reported 
last  year,  the  measures  taken  to  prevent  same  having  proved 
effective.  Chlorination  is  still  carried  out,  but  to  a very  reduced 
extent,  more  as  a precautionary  measure  than  from  necessity.” 

DRAINAGE  AND  SEWERAGE. 

The  extension  of  the  sewer  at  Grayswood  has  been  completed 
during  the  year  and  19  houses  connected.  The  improvement  in 
sanitary  conditions  is  greatly  appreciated. 

4,313  yards  of  new  sewers  were  laid  by  the  Council  during 
1935. 

The  small  sewage  disposal  works  at  Grayswood  has  been  com- 
pletely reconditioned  and  now  does  its  work  admirably.  The 
effluent  consistently  remains  excellent,  and  the  condition  of  the 
stream  into  which  it  flows  is  now  beyond  reproach.  If  the  water 
course  is  kept  free  from  obstructions  and  overgrowth  of  vegetation 
there  can  be  no  recurrence  of  anything  likely  to  cause  complaint. 
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During  the  year  it  was  found  necessary  to  make  alterations  to 
the  small  sewage  disposal  works  at  Eight  Acres.  There  is  now  a 
septic  tank,  filter  bed,  and  humus  tank,  of  adequate  size,  and  the 
effluent  is  satisfactory. 

The  Shottermill  Activated  Sludge  plant  came  into  operation 
towards  the  end  of  the  year.  A certain  amount  of  difficulty  is  in- 
evitable in  getting  a delicately  balanced  process  such  as  this  into 
thorough  working  order,  and  the  initial  stages  were  not  helped 
by  the  cold  season  slowing  up  the  development  of  necessary  bac- 
terial growth. 

The  effluent  has  been  completely  satisfactory,  but  the  quantity 
of  sludge  produced  has,  as  is  not  infrequently  the  case  with  acti- 
vated sludge  plants,  been  altogether  excessive.  It  is  confidently 
anticipated  that  practice  in  the  operation  of  the  plant,  together 
with  the  maturation  of  the  activated  sludge,  will  cure  this  trouble 
completely. 

RIVERS  AND  STREAMS. 

No  case  of  pollution  came  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Depart- 
ment during  the  year. 

HASLEMERE  U.D.C.  WATER  SUPPLY. 


Copy  of  Report  from  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
E.C.4,  on  a sample  of  water. 

Chemical  Analysis  in  parts  per  100,000  : 


Total  solid  matter  at  180°  C.  ... 

113 

Combined  chlorine 

1-79 

Nitric  nitrogen  ... 

0*27 

Nitrous  nitrogen 

None 

Saline  ammonia  ... 

0 0007 

Albuminoid  ammonia 

0 0019 

Oxygen  absorbed  from  permanganate  (4 
800  p.)  

hours  at 

0 009 

Temporary  hardness 

2-8 

Permanent  hardness 

30 

Total  hardness  ...  

5*8 

Bacteriological  Analysis. 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  cubic 
growing  on  gelatine  at  22°  C. 

centimetre 

3 

Number  of  micro-organisms  liquefying  gelatine 

0 

Number  of  micro-organisms  per  cubic 
growing  upon  agar  at  37°  C. 

centimetre 

1 

B.  Coli  ...  ...  ...  absent  from  1 10  cubic  centimetres 

Streptococci  ...  ...  ,,  ,,  110  ,,  ,, 

B.  Welchii  ,,  ,,  100  ,,  ,, 

This  water  is  bacteriologically  quite  satisfactory. 
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WEY  VALLEY  WATER  COMPANY. 

Copy  of  Report  from  the  Counties  Public  Health  Laboratories, 
91  Queen  Victoria  Street,  London,  E.C.4,  on  a sample  of 
water. 


Chemical  results  in  parts  per  100,000  : 

Appearance  ...  ...  ...  ...  Clear  and  bright 

Colour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Normal 

Odour  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  None 

Reaction  pH  ...  Neutral  7*8.  Free  carbonic  acid  — 
Electric  conductivity  at  20°  C.  ...  ...  ...  210 

Total  Solids,  180°  C.  14*0 

Chlorine  in  chloride  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

Nitrogen  in  nitrates  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Nil 

Nitrites  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Hardness:  Permanent  ...  ...  ...  ...  2-5 

Temporary  ...  ...  ...  ...  7-0 

Total  ...  ...  ...  ...  9-5 

Metals  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  Absent 

Free  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 0004 

Albuminoid  ammonia  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 0000 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4 hours  at  80°  F.  ...  ...  0 0050 

Bacteriological  Results. 

No.  of  bacteria  per  c.c.  : 

On  gelatine  in  3 days  at  20°  C.  ...  ...  ...  180 

On  agar  in  1 day  at  37°  C.  ...  ...  ...  2 

The  Bacillus  Coli  ...  ...  Present  in  — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

Bacillus  Welchii  ...  ...  Present  in  — Absent  in  100  c.c. 

(B.  Enteritidis  Sporogenes) 


REPORT. — This  is  a clear  and  bright  water  of  normal  colour 
and  neutral  reaction.  It  is  of  very  moderate  hardness,  entirely 
free  from  metals  and  contains  no  excess  of  salinity. 

Both  organically  and  bacteriologically  the  water  is  of  a high 
degree  of  purity  and  is  pure  and  wholesome,  suitable  for  drinking 
and  domestic  purposes. 

CLOSET  ACCOMMODATION. 

During  the  year  71  conservancy  systems  were  connected  to 
water  carriage  systems. 

PUBLIC  CLEANSING. 

The  arrangements  for  refuse  collection,  removal  of  nightsoil 
and  cesspool  emptying  continue  as  before.  This  is  a most  efficient 
service. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA. 


The  following  is  the  Report  furnished  by  the  Sanitary  Inspector 
under  Article  19  of  the  Sanitary  Officers  Order,  1926. 

Number  of  inspections  and  re-inspections  of : 

Dwelling-houses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,271 

Other  premises  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,941 

Number  of  sundry  visits  and  inspections  not  included  above  32 

Total  ...  3,244 


Number  of  dwelling-houses  at  which  nuisances  or  defects 

were  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  74 

Number  of  other  premises  at  which  nuisances  or  defects 

were  discovered  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  22 

Total  number  of  Statutory  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  0 

Total  number  of  Informal  Notices  served  ...  ...  ...  85 

Number  of  visits  in  connection  with  infectious  diseases  ...  91 

Number  of  rooms  disinfected  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  17 


Inspections  of  other  premises : 


No.  on 

Premises.  Register. 

No.  of  Nuisances  or  Notices 

Inspections.  Defects  Found.  Served. 

Slaughter-houses 
Butchers’  shops 

5 

441 

— 

— 

14 

290 

1 

1 

Bakehouses  ... 

8 

134 

— 

— 

Other  Food  premises 

— 

196 

4 

2 

Factories 

Workshops  and  Out- 
workers’ premises 

18 

110 

2 

2 

45 

146 

2 

2 

Cowsheds,  Dairies  and 

Milkshops 

43 

361 

1 

1 

Schools 

— 

64 

— 

— 

Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Piggeries 

— 

60 

— 

— 

Smoke  and  Fume  Ob- 

servations 

— 

24 

— 

— 

Offensive  Trades 

3 

32 

1 

1 

Complaints. — During  the  year  144  visits  were  made  in  the  in- 
vestigation of  complaints  and  the  necessary  action  taken. 
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REPORT  ON  THE  ADMINISTRATION  OF  THE  FACTORY 
AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 

I. — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 


Written 

Occupiers 

Premises.  Inspections. 

Notices. 

Prosecuted. 

Factories  (including  Factory 

Laundries)  ...  ...  184 

Workshops  (including  Work- 

2 

0 

shop  Laundries)  ...  ...  240 

Workplaces  (other  than  Out- 

2 

0 

workers’  premises)  ...  0 

0 

0 

Totals  ...  424 

4 

0 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Defects 

Defects 

Particulars. 

Found. 

Remedied. 

Sanitary  Accommodation:  Insufficient  ... 
Sanitary  Accommodation  : Unsuitable  or 

1 

1 

defective 

Sanitary  Accommodation  : Not  separate 

1 

1 

for  sexes 

1 

1 

Other  nuisances  ... 

1 

1 

Totals 

4 

4 

OFFENSIVE  TRADES. 

The  trades  of  fish  frying  and  marine  storekeeper  are  declared 
offensive  trades  in  this  district. 

The  only  marine  store  in  the  district  has  now  been  given  up 
and  the  site  acquired  for  other  purposes. 

There  are  two  fish  frying  businesses  and  these  are  conducted  in 
a satisfactory  manner,  32  inspections  having  been  made. 

BAKEHOUSES. 

There  are  eight  bakehouses  in  the  district  and  134  visits  of 
inspection  were  made  to  ensure  that  the  premises  were  kept  in  a 
satisfactory  manner. 

SHOPS. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector  made  83  inspections  under  the  Shops 
Act,  1934.  In  only  one  instance  was  further  action  necessary, 
namely,  the  serving  of  a preliminary  notice  requesting  the  provi- 
sion of  sanitary  conveniences  at  a confectionery  shop.  The  notice 
was  complied  with. 
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It  will  be  remembered  that  under  this  Act  the  Local  Sanitary 
Authority  is  responsible  for  ensuring-  that  there  is  adequate  ven- 
tilation, warming,  and  sanitary  conveniences,  whilst  the  County 
Council  controls  other  conditions,  including  lighting,  washing 
facilities,  seating  accommodation,  and  hours  of  employment,  etc. 

SMOKE  ABATEMENT. 

Twenty-four  observations  were  made  for  smoke  nuisance,  but 
no  nuisance  under  the  Council’s  Bye-law  was  discovered. 

From  time  to  time  complaints  are  received  about  intermittent 
emission  of  heavy  smoke  from  the  gas-works.  Careful  investiga- 
tion has  been  made,  and,  with  the  co-operation  of  the  manager 
of  the  gas-works,  it  is  hoped  that  smoke  will  be  kept  to  the  mini- 
mum. It  is,  of  course,  almost  impossible  to  have  gas-works  in 
such  a built-up  area  without  annoyance  to  nearby  residents. 

SWIMMING  BATHS  AND  POOLS. 

There  are  no  public  swimming  pools  at  Haslemere,  nor  is  there 
any  public  swimming  pool  reasonably  accessible  in  the  vicinity. 
There  is  undoubtedly  a great  deal  of  promiscuous  bathing  where- 
ever  sufficient  water  is  found  in  ponds  and  streams,  and  I am  of 
the  opinion  that  the  amount  of  this  is  very  much  greater  than 
popularly  believed.  Proposals  have  been  advanced  from  time  to 
time  for  the  construction  of  a public  swimming  pool,  and  it  is  sin- 
cerely hoped  that  something  will  mature  before  long.  There  is 
probably  no  form  of  exercise  which  is  more  health-giving  than,  or 
is  in  any  way  superior  to,  bathing  and  swimming  in  the  open  air 
under  proper  conditions. 

There  is  in  Whitmore  Vale  a privately-owned  swimming  pool, 
made  by  damming  a small  stream.  The  conditions  last  summer 
were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory,  and  when  the  attention  of  the 
owners  was  drawn  to  the  facts  the  pool  was  closed  for  bathing. 
This  action  was  taken  with  the  greatest  reluctance  and  entirely 
in  the  interests  of  those  who  might  bathe  there,  and  of  the  dwellers 
on  the  banks  of  the  stream  lower  down  who  are  obliged  to  use  the 
water  for  domestic  purposes. 

SCHOOLS. 

Sanitary  conditions  generally  are  satisfactory. 

There  have  been  no  school  closures  on  account  of  infectious 
disease,  although  epidemics  of  minor  ailments  have  been  reported 
from  time  to  time.  The  most  frequent  and  at  the  same  time  the 
most  common  cause  of  absenteeism  is  undoubtedly  sore  throats. 
One  cannot  but  wonder  if  more  drastic  steps  cannot  be  taken  to 
keep  down  dust  in  some  schools.  Certainly  there  is  an  association 
between  dust  and  sore  throats.  More  active  steps  might  well  be 
taken  to  reduce  the  amount  of  dust,  almost  certainly  to  the  advan- 
tage of  the  children’s  health. 
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Towards  the  end  of  the  year  the  question  of  converting  the 
earth-closets  to  water-closets  at  the  Grayswood  School  was  receiv- 
ing consideration,  as  the  extension  of  the  sewer  made  it  possible. 
Whilst  no  fault  can  be  found  with  the  way  in  which  the  earth- 
closets  at  the  school  are  looked  after,  there  can  be  no  argument 
about  the  superiority  of  water-closets  hygienically.  It  seems  in- 
evitable that  the  conversion  must  be  made  sooner  or  later,  and 
perhaps  it  is  a pity  that  expense  has  for  the  present  deferred  this 
improvement. 

RATS  AND  MICE  (DESTRUCTION)  ACT,  1919. 

Under  this  Act,  which  is  primarily  administered  by  the  County 
Council,  32  visits  were  paid  to  premises  in  the  district  and  advice 
given.  Several  complaints  were  referred  to  the  County  Rat  Officer. 

PETROLEUM  (CONSOLIDATION)  ACT,  1928. 

The  Petroleum  Officer,  who  is  also  the  Sanitary  Inspector,  has 
supplied  the  following  report : 

There  are  48  premises  licensed  for  the  storage  of  petroleum 
spirit.  From  24  of  these  petrol  is  sold  and  at  the  other  24 
premises  petrol  is  stored  for  private  use  only.  Five  licences 
were  issued  for  the  storage  of  carbide  of  calcium  for  purposes 
of  sale.  One  hundred  and  fourteen  visits  were  made  in  all. 

One  application  for  a licence  to  store  and  sell  petrol  was 
refused  by  the  Council  on  the  recommendation  of  the  Surrey 
County  Council  under  their  Bye-laws.  Upon  the  applicant 
appealing  to  the  Secretary  of  State  an  inquiry  was  held,  and 
in  view  of  special  circumstances  the  appeal  was  granted. 


HOUSING. 


HOUSING  TABLES. 

1.  Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  during  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for 

housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  1,153 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,271 

(2)  (a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under  sub- 

head (1)  above)  which  were  inspected  and 
recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  ...  ...  ...  •••  1,128 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ...  1,128 
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(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  re- 

ferred to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found 
not  to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human 
habitation  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  65 

2.  Remedy  of  Defects  during  the  Year  without  Service  of  Formal 

Notices : 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in  con- 
sequence of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  35 

3.  Action  under  Statutory  Powers  during  the  Year : 

A. — Proceedings  under  Sections  17,  18  and  23  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  rendered  fit 

after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

B. — Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 

remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices  : 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ...  0 

C. — Proceedings  under  Sections  19  and  21  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 

D. — Proceedings  under  Section  20  of  the  Housing  Act,  1930. 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 
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(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 
rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
determined,  the  tenement  or  room  having  been 
rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  0 


During  the  year  12  houses  and  four  flats  were  erected  by  the 
Local  Authority  and  30  houses  by  other  bodies  and  persons.  No 
houses  were  built  with  State  assistance  under  the  Housing  Acts. 

HOUSING  ACT,  1935. 

The  year  1935  marks  the  first  legislative  step  towards  control 
of  the  number  of  residents  in  each  individual  house.  The  survey 
demanded  by  the  1935  Housing  Act  to  determine  the  number  of 
occupants  in  every  house  was  commenced  in  April  and  completed 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  The  results  are  not  worked  out  in 
detail  yet,  but  it  appears  that,  of  1,128  houses  inspected,  only  10 
are  overcrowded  by  the  standard  laid  down  in  the  Act.  It  is  inter- 
esting that  all  are  due  to  the  large  size  of  families  and  not  to 
lodgers.  There  is  reason  to  hope  that  most  of  the  cases  can  be 
dealt  with  by  transfer  to  other  houses,  but  the  building  of  a certain 
number  of  four-bedroomed  houses  is  almost  inevitable. 

The  standard  laid  down  by  the  Act  does  not  appear  to  be  a 
high  one,  and  whilst  it  may  be  necessary  in  congested  towns,  it 
wrould  appear  that  a much  higher  standard  could  have  been  attain- 
able in  rural  areas  and  in  such  residential  localities  as  Haslemere. 

The  1935  Housing  Act  also  enables  Local  Authorities  to  remove 
one  of  the  anomalies  and  injustices  of  the  accumulation  of  previous 
Acts,  permitting  rents  of  all  Council  houses  to  be  pooled  and  rents 
adjusted  on  the  basis  of  accommodation.  This  aspect  of  the  hous- 
ing problem  was  commented  on  in  last  year’s  Annual  Report. 


INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


MILK  SUPPLY. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  there  were  11  cowkeepers  and  15  milk 
retailers  in  the  district,  whilst  17  retailers  from  outside  sell  milk 
within  the  district. 

Constant  supervision  has  been  maintained  and  361  inspections 
made  during  the  year. 

Various  improvements  to  buildings  have  been  effected  by 
several  producers,  and  it  has  not  been  necessary  to  serve  any 
notices  under  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Acts  and  Orders. 
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Eig-hteen  samples  of  milk  were  taken  and  the  results  prove 
that  a high  standard  is  being  maintained  in  this  district. 


Milk  Produced  in  the  District. 


Milk  Produced  outside  District. 


Highest  bacterial  count 


Lowest 


> > 


Average 


28,500 

8,730 

18,379 


Highest  bacterial  count  310,000 
Lowest  ,,  ,,  6,960 

Average  ,,  ,,  86,119 


The  following  licences  were  granted  for  the  sale  of  milk  under 
the  Milk  (Special  Designations)  Order : 


Dealer’s  licence  for  Certified  Milk  ...  ...  5 

„ „ „ Grade  “A”  (T.T.)  ...  4 

,,  ,,  ,,  Pasteurised  ...  ...  1 

Licence  to  Pasteurise  Milk  ...  ...  ...  1 


ICE=CREAM. 

Four  samples  of  ice-crcam  manufactured  and  sold  in  the  district 
were  taken  for  analyses  and  the  reports  showed  them  to  be  of  a safe 
and  wholesome  character. 


MEAT  AND  OTHER  FOODS. 

There  are  14  butchers’  shops  and  five  slaughter-houses,  all  of 
which  are  kept  in  a satisfactory  manner.  731  visits  have  been  paid 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  to  these  premises.  Of  these  visits  441 
were  made  at  the  time  of  slaughtering,  when  the  following  carcases 
were  examined  : 

Beasts  ...  ...  390 

Sheep  1,187 

Swine  ...  ...  1,058 

The  carcases  generally  were  of  a high  quality  and  only  the 
undermentioned  were  condemned  and  destroyed  as  being  unfit  for 
food  : 

1 pig’s  carcase. 

4 pigs’  heads. 

1 pig’s  pluck. 

2 legs  of  imported  mutton. 

Under  the  Slaughter  of  Animals  Act,  1933,  15  slaughtermen 
were  licensed  for  one  year  to  slaughter  animals  and  a fee  of  1/- 
was  paid  in  each  case. 

Other  Foods. — Nine  pounds  of  butter  were  condemned  and 
destroyed  as  being  unfit  for  food. 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 

This  Act  is  administered  by  the  Surrey  County  Council,  and  I 
am  indebted  to  the  County  Medical  Officer  of  Health  for  the  infor- 
mation in  Table  IV.  on  page  27,  showing  the  number  of  samples 
analysed  and  action  taken  in  respect  of  the  district. 
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TABLE  IV. 


FOOD  AND  DRUGS  (ADULTERATION)  ACT,  1928. 


Return  of  Samples  analysed  during  year  ended  31st  December,  1935. 


Articles 

Analysed 

Adulterated  or 
Deteriorated 

Prosecu- 

tions 

Convic- 

tions 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

For- 

mal 

In- 

formal 

Total 

Milk  

39 

3 

42 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Cream  

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Butter  

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sausages 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Spirits  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Oxtail  Soup  ... 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mulligatawny 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 





Soup 

Kidney  Soup  . . . 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Mock  Turtle 



1 

1 

— 

— 







Soup 

Fruit  Cream  ... 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Pepper  

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Totals 

45 

9 

54 

4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 


GENERAL. 

The  total  number  of  cases  cf  infectious  disease  (excluding  tuber- 
culosis) brought  to  the  notice  of  the  Health  Department  during 
1935  was  22,  as  against  16  for  1934 — an  increase  of  six  cases. 
This  increase  was  mainly  due  to  puerperal  pyrexia,  with  four  cases 
notified,  as  against  none  in  1934. 
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Table  V.  on  page  31  shows  the  age-incidence  of  the  notified 
cases. 

The  graph  on  page  30  illustrates  the  incidence  of  infectious 
disease  during  the  last  six  years. 

The  death-rate  from  the  seven  principal  zymotic  diseases  per 
1,000  of  the  population  was  0 0,  as  against  O il  in  1934. 


SCARLET  FEVER. 

Eleven  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  two  less  than  in 
1934.  The  notification  rate  per  1,000  of  the  population  in  1935  was 
T 18 — for  1934  the  rate  was  T39. 

DIPHTHERIA. 

Only  one  case  of  diphtheria  was  notified  during  1935 — exactly 
the  same  as  in  the  previous  year.  Once  again  there  were  no  deaths 
from  this  disease. 

The  graph  on  page  30  shows  the  incidence  of  diphtheria  over 
the  last  six  years. 

Diphtheria  Immunization. — Haslemere  has  been  relatively  free 
from  diphtheria  for  many  years,  as,  in  fact,  from  epidemics  of  most 
of  the  notifiable  infectious  diseases. 

Such  freedom  carries  with  it  definite  risks.  It  means  that  the 
population  contains  few  people  immunized  by  attacks  or  by  re- 
peated small  infections — too  small  individually  to  produce  typical 
attacks  of  the  disease.  It  is  this  factor  that  tends  to  make 
epidemics  recur  at  intervals  of  a few  years. 

Bearing  this  in  mind,  it  seemed  wise  to  offer  the  advantages  of 
immunization  against  diphtheria  to  children  in  Haslemere,  especi- 
ally as  the  constant  inflow  of  visitors  gives  every  opportunity  for 
the  introduction  of  infections. 

The  procedure  has  been  greatly  simplified  recently,  so  that  it  is 
now  possible  to  produce  immunization  in  the  majority  of  children 
by  a single  hypodermic  injection.  The  cost  is  comparatively  trifling. 

The  Council  accordingly  offered  during  the  spring  months  of 
the  year  free  immunization  to  all  school  children.  That  this  offer 
was  appreciated  is  shown  by  the  excellent  response.  Seventy-one 
per  cent,  of  all  the  children  attending  the  schools  accepted  the  offer 
and  considerable  public  interest  was  aroused.  Inquiries  were  re- 
ceived regarding  the  possibility  of  treating  older  persons  and  also 
those  below  school  age. 

The  age  of  greatest  susceptibility  to  diphtheria  is  during  the 
years  before  the  age  of  ten,  and  this  is  also  the  time  during  which 
children  are  most  exposed  to  infection  by  close  contact  at  schools 
and  the  carelessness  natural  to  children  of  that  age.  It  is  hoped 
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that  it  will  be  possible  to  treat  children  below  school  age  in  future, 
possibly  through  the  Infant  Welfare  Centres,  and  that  by  treating 
all  entrants  at  the  schools  annually  a virtually  immune  school  popu- 
lation may  in  the  course  of  a few  years  be  built  up.  By  so  doing 
the  risk  of  any  epidemic  of  diphtheria  amongst  school  children  will 
be  abolished,  and  if  it  is  too  much  to  hope  that  diphtheria  itself  is 
absolutely  prevented,  at  least  no  serious  case  can  develop. 

The  following  figures  show  the  number  of  children  treated  in 
1935: 


DIPHTHERIA  IMMUNIZATION  AND  SCHICK  TESTING 
IN  THE  URBAN  DISTRICT  OF  HASLEMERE. 

Number  of  children  offered  immunization  ...  848 

Number  of  children  immunized  ...  ...  ...  600 

Number  of  children  Schick  Tested  ...  ...  406 

Showing  371  with  negative  results 

(i.e.,  successfully  immunized). 

35  with  positive  results 

(i.e.,  definite  failures). 


PUERPERAL  PYREXIA. 

All  the  four  cases  notified  were  from  the  Haslemere  Hospital — 
one  in  January,  two  in  May,  and  one  in  November. 

It  seemed  possible  that  there  might  be  a carrier  of  haemolytic 
streptococci  in  the  hospital,  especially  as  two  cases  of  scarlet  fever 
also  occurred  in  the  hospital.  Throat  swabs  were  taken  from  all 
members  of  the  staff  .who  were  in  contact  with  the  puerperal 
pyrexia  cases,  but  negative  results  only  were  obtained.  Notifica- 
tion of  the  scarlet  fever  cases  was  unfortunately  too  long  delayed 
for  any  useful  action  to  be  taken. 

There  is  still  too  frequently  delay  in  receiving  notification  of 
infectious  disease. 


SCHOOL  NOTIFICATIONS. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  of  children  absent  from 
school  suffering,  or  suspected  to  be  suffering,  from  any  infectious 
or  contagious  disease,  including  contacts  with  cases  of  infectious 
disease.  This  form  of  notification,  which  is  received  from  head 
teachers,  is  of  the  greatest  value,  as  it  gives  information  concern- 
ing the  occurrence  of  infectious  diseases  not  otherwise  notifiable 
and  occasionally  acts  as  a check  on  notifications  of  infectious  dis- 
ease by  medical  practitioners. 
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SCHOOL  NOTIFICATIONS. 


School. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

Diphtheria. 

Measles. 

Scabies. 

Whooping- 

cough. 

Chicken- 

pox. 

Totals 

Grays  wood  C.  of  E.  ... 



2 





_ 

2 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Inf.) 

8 

— 

1 



24 



33 

Haslemere  C.  of  E.  (Sen.) 

8 

— 

3 

2 

2 



15 

Hindhead  Council 

— 

— 

— 





49 

49 

Shottermill  Council  . . . 

— 

2 

89 

— 

8 

39 

138 

Totals 

16 

4 

93 

2 

34 

88 

237 

GRAPH  SHOWING  INCIDENCE  OF  NOTIFIED  INFECTIOUS 
DISEASES  DURING  THE  LAST  SIX  YEARS. 


— Total  of  Notified  Infectious  Diseases  (excepting  Tuberculosis) . 

— Scarlet  Fever. = Tuberculosis : Diphtheria. 
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INFECTIOUS  DISEASE,  1935.— AGE  INCIDENCE. 
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♦This  demonstrates  the  fact  that  medical  attendants  do  not  always  notify  cases  of  pneumonia. 
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CANCER. 

There  were  14  deaths  from  malignant  disease  during  1935 — 
five  male  and  nine  female.  The  age  incidence  of  these  14  persons 
is  shown  in  the  table  below. 


TOTAL  DEATHS  FROM  CANCER. 


The  following  table  shows  the  number  of  deaths  from  cancer 
during  the  last  two  years  : 


Year 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Death-Rate 

1934  

7 

9 

16 

1-72 

1935  

5 

9 

14 

1*49 
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TUBERCULOSIS. 

There  were  38  cases  on  the  Register  at  the  end  of  1935 — 
namely,  21  males  and  17  females. 

The  following  table  shows  the  numbers  and  types  of  cases  on 
the  Register  at  31st  December  for  the  last  three  years  : 


Year 

Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

Total  Number 
on  Register 
at  December 
31st 

Male 

Female 

Male 

Female 

1933  ... 

11 

17 

5 

1 

34 

1934  ... 

14 

15 

6 

2 

37 

1935  ... 

15 

15 

6 

2 

38 

During  1935  there  were  11  new  cases  (primary  and  others)  as 
against  10  in  1934. 

Table  VI.  on  page  34  shows  the  new  cases  and  deaths  in 
age  periods — pulmonary  and  non-pulmonary  figures  are  given 
separately. 

There  were  five  deaths  from  tuberculosis,  as  against  four  in 

1934. 

The  following  table  shows  the  notifications  and  deaths  in  the 
district,  with  the  corresponding  rates  per  1,000  of  the  population, 
during  the  past  two  years : 


Year 

Cases  Notified 

Notification 

Rate 

Deaths 

Death-Rate 
per  1000  of  the 
population 

1934  ... 

10 

110 

4 

0-43 

1935  ... 

11 

1*18 

5 

i 

0-54 
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TABLE  VI. 

NEW  CASES  AND  MORTALITY  OF  TUBERCULOSIS. 
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* Of  these,  5 were  primary  notifications,  4 were  persons  from  other  areas  who  had  come  to  reside  in  the  Haslemere  Urban  District: 

during  the  year,  and  2 were  cases  notified  after  death  (i.e.  from  death  returns,  etc.), 
f The  ratio  of  non-notified  tuberculosis  deaths  to  total  tuberculosis  deaths  was  2 to  5,  or  1 in  2£. 
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